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Almost every day, we hear of a new anti-Semitic incident in a time and place where we no longer expected them and after we, who have survived the Holocaust, believed they had disappeared from Europe.

We believed that the horrors of the Holocaust were enough of a reminder, that it’s enough that there are Holocaust Remembrance Day, education on the Holocaust; monuments, museums, archives and publications, visits to concentration camps, conferences and declarations, but it is obvious that nurturing the memories of the Holocaust cannot be sufficient in the battle against anti-Semitism and it cannot be a substitute for other forms of action, which we may have overlooked. 

Our attempts to raise the fight against anti-Semitism to world-wide levels and to the levels of international organizations usually result in reports, conferences and declarations alongside some local partial programs meant to smother the immediate “fire.”

One of the fundamental conferences was the “International forum on the Holocaust,” held in Stockholm in the year 2000, along with its declaration.

The OSCE (Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe) monitors and seeks the protection of human rights in individual countries. However, campaigns against anti-Semitism are usually tied into campaigns against other forms of intolerance, such as racism, Islam phobia, xenophobia, with different levels of attention devoted to each of them.
Conferences have been held in Berlin, Bucharest and Cordoba. One of the more recent actions was the Paris conference on the increased use of the internet to spread anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance and hatred. The latest declaration was made by religious leaders (Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Buddhist) in Brussels (EU) against Islam phobia and anti-Semitism in Europe.  

Jewish and other organizations are urged to monitor and react within their countries.  Each year, reports are published, such as the “Annual Hate Crimes,” or the “Education on the Holocaust and Anti-Semitism”, “Hate Crime Laws,” “Guides,” etc.
The European Union also delivers reports, and organizes its bodies (the European monitoring center on racism and Xenophobia EUMC, the Union Rights agency, the University center for research on Anti-Semitism in Berlin, etc.). However, they mainly deal with the consequences, and not the causes of new anti-Semitism, promoted by Islamists and transmitted from the Middle East to Europe.

 The Council of Europe is working on a resolution which condemns anti-Semitism and has an agency which will monitor outbreaks of racism and intolerance.  The European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) established three programs of action in the year 2010 (for country reports, thematic reports and engaging civil societies). 

The efforts of these organizations are joined by those of the American Jewish Committee, the European Jewish Congress, Tandis is being established (Tolerance and Non-discrimination Information System, a database of national laws against “hate crimes”).  Resolutions on “Holocaust commemoration and Holocaust denial” have been made by the General Assembly in the UN.

Jewish communities and British Muslim leaders participated in the Conference of 2009 in Brussels, where they focused on Muslim anti-Semitism.
However, it all seems to have little effect since anti-Semitism is ever increasing in Europe and the campaign against anti-Semitism is neither continuous nor consistent.  Passing anti-racist laws is not enough, they must be enforced.  Anti-Semitism cannot be controlled solely through punishment and repressive measures.

The old anti-Semitism is back, even though it’s in other forms and often under the pretext of “anti-Israelism.”  Jews are now the “oppressors” over the Palestinians – images of the Holocaust are distorted – Jews are being called Nazis and some Israeli leaders Hitler.

While the memory of the helpless Jews, women and children who were killed in concentration camps and burned in crematoriums can still provoke sympathy, Europe is once again becoming a place where synagogues are being burned (Greece), and demolished (Poland, Sweden, Hungary, and France), while 
Jewish cemeteries are being desecrated. Jewish schools are being guarded by police, anti-Semitic slogans are appearing at sporting events, menorahs are being destroyed, and there is a marked increase in anti-Semitic statements in the press, in social networks, on the internet. It is dangerous to walk down the street with a Kippa on your head, to shop in kosher stores, to hold lectures. 
Jewish students are being terrorized in schools and on campuses.  Jews are leaving some areas of Sweden (Malmo) due to the influence of terror caused by the Muslim population in Europe, which is now at about 10 million and rising.

Once again there is talk of a world-wide Jewish conspiracy and their dominance and influence even in countries where Jews are almost non-existent.  In my opinion, it is even more dangerous that the younger generations who have no memory of the Holocaust or the circumstances in which the State of Israel was created, associate anti-Semitism with an opposition to the politics of the USA and “globalization.”

There is no distinction between the criticisms of Israeli politics, anti-Semitism, and anti-Israelis.

Each escalation of conflict in the Middle East reflects the escalation of anti-Semitism in Europe.  Every action of Israel is demonized, even those of humanitarian nature, for example assistance to Haiti (the extraction of organs).

In Europe, Jewish stores, Israeli products, and even Israeli scientists are boycotted, almost as if Europe is demanding Jews to renounce Israel and become “loyal” European citizens.

Anti-Semitism is linked to right-wing and left-wing political parties, human rights protection organizations. It is justified with freedom of speech and freedom of media; it has infiltrated institutions, political parties and their leaders. 

Anti-Semitism appears in countries which have been governed by a totalitarian regime for many decades – fascism and communism in which complete generations did not know of any other point of view.

It appears in countries which were once associated with Nazi Germany and in which even local Nazis participated in the Holocaust, and where even today their leaders are rising again, founding Neo-Nazi parties and condemning antifascism (and Jews as activists against fascism).

It appears in the transitional countries of Eastern Europe, where there are renewed Jewish communities whose demographic structure is unfavorable and whose stolen property is yet to be returned. This would have enabled them to function normally, and the majority of them rely on humanitarian and other international Jewish organization campaigns.
Anti-Semitism appears in democratic western European countries in which the ever increasing Muslim population is allowed to terrorize the Jews, who are still present in relatively significant numbers and organized into communities. Insecurity and migration in such communities are increasing – however, is escape the solution to anti-Semitism in Europe?
Anti-Semitism in Europe is often justified with:
· lack of democratization of formerly totalitarian societies,

· insufficient distinguishing between freedom of speech and hate speech

· transitional and economic crisis, ant globalization movements, anti-Americanism

· the emergence of neo-Nazi parties and movements, right and left anti-Semitism
· reactivation of the old conspiracy theory in the East and the appearance of new internet “cyber” anti-Semitism in the West

· war in the Middle East

· equating anti-Semitism and anti-Israelis
· humanitarian pro-Palestinian demonstrations and campaigns

· criticizing Israel as part of a new anti-Semitism and as an element of political messages to delegitimize the existence of Israel

· tensions with the Muslim population in Europe, the import of lethal anti-Semitism from Muslim countries, compromise because of crude oil

· Insufficient monitoring, inadequate laws, deficient law enforcement, inactivity of the NGO organization and Jewish organizations themselves, etc.

                   After all, it is a fact that:

· Jewish property is being destroyed – synagogues, cemeteries, and community centers

· Jews are being attacked in institutions such as schools and universities

· personal attacks on Jews are increasing, and some of them are extremely violent

· boycotts of Jewish (Israeli) institutions, products and even scientific achievements are being organized

· attacks in the media are escalating (printed newspapers, radio, TV, internet)

· anti-Semitic speeches are being given by politicians and prominent public figures

· normal every day lives of Jews are being threatened

· insecurity is spreading among the Jewish population

· emigration from Europe is increasing

· the reactions of the government and its institutions on anti-Semitic attacks are insufficient

· Jewish organizations and communities - especially those which are small (have been restored after the Holocaust), cannot defend themselves from anti-Semitism
· There is a danger of Jewish demographic elimination in some parts of Europe

· There is a danger of further demographic aging of the Jewish population with the departure of young people

· There is a danger of further economic decline of some Jewish communities to which communal and personal properties seized by the Nazis and communists were not returned, and in which the work force is aging, yet young people are leaving

· There is a great danger that the older population (Holocaust survivors) will survive only with the help of humanitarian (Claims) funds

· There is a danger of “self-ghetto”, assimilation (mixed marriages), isolation, secularization and separation of communities into “orthodox” and “secular,” etc.

The solution to the problems of European Jews is not in emigration and  in the future formation only  two large) Jewish populations in Israel and the USA, ( who are in fact  by origin – European)  but it lies in collective campaigns and efforts for the “defense” of Jews in Europe.

Even though campaigns from the USA and other countries for the conservation of the memory of their roots  in (Eastern) Europe are highly valued and desirable, the greatest essentials for European Jews would be:

· support in the fight against anti-Semitism
· support in the restitution of property

· strengthening and consolidation of international institutions

· cooperation of Jewish communities, as well as Israel and Diaspora

· sensitization of society as a whole in European countries and the international community

· monitoring not only incidents, but also implementing measures of protection and punishment

· inter-religious and inter-ethnic dialogue

· School education on tolerance and ethical values...
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